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IMAGINATION  IN  HUMAN  SYMPATHY

MUCH SUFFERING is caused by dulness
of imagination. To be just to others we
must put ourselves in their place. " I sat where
they sat/' wrote Ezekiel, and this he did before
he commenced his ministry among the people*
The failure to do this causes many of our worst
blunders. Who can read the story of Jane Welch
Carlyle without feeling that when all has been
said in extenuation of her husband, he failed at
this point? " The least attention from him glori-
fies me/' she wrote. But he was too much oc-
cupied. When she once suggested that, after all,
it was natural for a wife to expect some word of
encouragement, he replied, "What! do you expect
to be praised for doing your duty?" He had
imagination enough to enter the mind of Oliver
Cromwell and interpret him as none had done be-
fore. But he would himself have confessed after-
wards that this great power had been allowed to
remain dormant in the home.

Imagination has no loftier task than this. It
should be an important factor in the shaping of
sympathy; it should exercise an important place